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BEFORE THE SQUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter of the Publlc Reprimand
of the Cducator Certificates of CONSENT ORDER
Cartan McAdams OF PUBLIC REPRIMAND

Cerificates 134148 and 2044393
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SUMMARY OF THE CASE
The Zouth Carolina State Beard of Ecucetion (State Board) considersd
this matier on November 14, 2067, On June 11, 20C7, the State Department

of Education (Departrent) sent a notice of the posgible action zgainst his

1
Acceptri:

South Carolina Leucator Certificates (certficates) to Carlton McAdems by o

- . Lricial Hlers
certified mail, restricted delivery, and return rece’ot requested. Upon receipt OB
of thal letler, Mr. McAdams requested a hearing, but sussequently zgreed| ™°™

Loz ]
through legal counsel to resolve this matter without a hearing by 2graeing to e

] Mehdams
the tollowirg terms: (1) & public ~eprimand will be issusd by the State Board, | 174184
and
#8014498

[2) Ehis publie reprimand wil be reporied to 2l schaal dislrids ic South

Carolina with the grounds listed as “unpreiessional conducl,” and (3] this
erder will be maintained as a public record in the Office of General Counsel of
the Department, Aftor considering the evidence oresented, *he State Epard

votod Lo issue 2 Consent Grder of Puslic Reprimand on the terms set farts

above,
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Carlbon Mchdams — Drder
November 14, 2007
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FINDINGS OF FACT
Mr. Mefcams holds @ professional educator cerdficate in Science,
Chornistry, Phyzics, and Computer Programming, and has eight years of
faaching exparience, He has no prior record of disciplinary aclions wilth the
Slale Board. Mr. Mctdams was emploved by the Fairfield Counly Schaool
District (Districty as & science teachser al Falrfleld Central High School
(School}. Mr. Mcadsms resigned fom his employment, efective March 29,

2007, fo'lowing allegations that he had brought & firearm on the campus of n;?:rmm
(Y

the School. 1057 Harz

oOr March 21, 2007, the Schoeol administraticn conducked a rendom  page:

N " : S T
drug &nd weapons search in the student/teacher parking lot. During the | ===
Ce=lbun
goarch one of seqs was tipoed when it came to Mr, Mohdams' car. When Mr, E‘f'fﬁ?.'{';
and

McAdams was called to open his car, a .357 magnam handgun and | #anasaa
ammupition were found locked n the glove compartment. Tna ammunibion
anc gun were turned over to the school resource afificer, Mr. Mcohdams haz= a
roncedled weapons permit jssucd by the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division. That day. the principal placed Mr. McAdams on administrative leave
with pay, effective March 22, 2007, until an investigation was complete. 2n
March 29, 2007, Mr. McAdams sudmitted his reslg-ation for persongl
reasons, cffectiva rmimediately, which was ratifled 3y the Board of Trustess
on April 3, 2007,
Mr. McAdams has A Computer Consulting business. On occasion, Mr.

McAdarns’ receives large amounts of cesh and checks in this business, M,
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Carlzan Mchdan s — Ordar
Newember 14, 2007
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McAdams uses a 1982 Kia Spectrum, Lhe wvehicle in cquestlon, for
transportation of thase monles. ©On March 21, 2007, Mr. McAdams drove this
vehicle ko sthool because hig reguiar school transpart vehicle (a 1985 Chery
ruck) did not gparele Lhat roerning.

As a consequence of brying to get to schoal by 7030 a.m., Mr
McAdams forgot ne had the handgun in the Kia Spectrum wvehicle.  Mr.
Mridams acknowledges his negligence, bBut asserts he had no irbenl of
reveallng or using the handgun on school propercy. Mr. Mcadams was 1ssied
a handgur pernit based upon applicable state law after an extensive
backgreund investigation. He has no erminal record and has never been
disciplined by the State Board of Educatinn ar any School District.  Mr.
Meddams” mistake was & rasult of his negliyence on Marck 21, 2007, and he
regrets his actfons, Mr. McAdams will not repeat this mistake agzin.

CONGLUSIONS OF LAW

"The Stale Board of Education may, for just cause, sither rovoke or
suspend the coriffeate of apny person.” 5.C, Code Ann. § 59-25 180 {2004),
.2, Cade Aan. § 59-25-160 (2004); 24 5.C. Code Regs, (Supp. 2006}, [he
Boarc finds that the substantial evidence presented supports its conciusion
that just cause does not exist to suspend of revaks Carlten McAdams'
certificates: however, just cause does exlst for & Public Reprimand of Mr.
Mchdams’ conduck.  Accerding'y, |he Boapd sswes this Consent Order of

Fublic Reprimand as set farth z2bowve.
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Codlen Mesdems  Oydar
Neno-bar 142, 2007
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South Caroling Slate Boare of Ecucation

i Tindal, Chair

Coiumblz:, South Caroling

Movermber 14, 2007

L Canllun Moddams, SC Teaching L2rtificeless & 194748 3. 02438, ke rzad Uie Consert Opdar of
Public irpamany, censizitg of ties Haurs, 2rd 1 fly and veludsrily soiee ba the teeins st Lo
thao L understand that t-i Ordar wil be presented ad miopned Lo Lhe Steds Board o Cguzztinm on

MNpveriber 14, 200,
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